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WELCOME TO P.M.L.D. LINK!

The presses have finally rolled issue number one. Lambert has
kindly provided the introduction to this issue. We have tried
to focus on useful contacts, meinly to generate material. We

can only assume that there has been so much action that people have
not had time to drop us a line about the development of their action

plans!

Well, whilst basking on sunny beaches this summer, why not reflect
on your aschievements, and pen your thoughts! The future of
f.M.L.0. Link rests with you.

Can I remind everyone that for future issves a stamped addressed
snvelope will be required. Why not send it to Berry at Blythe

School now while you remember.

I apologise in advence for spelling errors and issues that are
multi-coloured, We have anlisted the services of volunteers, and

ara using up odd scraps of photocepying paper.

Thanks to Molly (from Guernssy) and Isabelle (from Portugal) for
their positive comments about the course. Molly is hoping to

spend a few days on tha mainland: soon, visiting various sstablishments.

Have a good summer bresk everycns. We look forward to hearing from
you next term. If there is enough information the next issue is
stheduled for December, 1988.

Barry Carpenter
July, 1988.

Please send contributions to P.M.L.D. Link and 5.A.E.'s to:

Barry Carpenter,
B8lythe School,
Packington Lans,
Coleshill,
Birmingham B46. 3JE.



INTRODUCTION

Colleagues,

1 am privileged to be asked to Introduce this, the first edition of PNMLD
Link. In dolng so I take this opportunity to thank Barry Carpenter and
Mary Evans who kindly offered to edit, print and despatch this termly
newsletter. But, make no mistake, they cannot function without your
support. For many years D.E.S. course members have asked FLM.L. how they
can keep in touch and the only answer has been through the’ membership
list. PMLD Link provides a unique way of keeping in touch and aiso
disseminating interesting practice and experiences. What we shall need Is

a regular supply of brief details of useful, equtpment and resources, relevant
book references, brief detalls of developments within your school as well

as short accounts of trips out of school with your pupils. If colleagues
require greater details they will be able to contact you. It is always a
matter of concern that, frequently, developments in curriculum and
organisation remain locked up in an L.E.A. or school and we are in danger
of re-Inventing wheels rather than, In our innovations, complementing those
of others. Colleagues, it shouldn't happen from now on if you provide Barry
and Mary with a steady supply of materials accompanied by your name,
address and school.

I wish PMLD Link success and increasing strength In the years to come.

S.G.L. Bignell
H.M. INspector
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of Fulks..-...-..--.-.

Carol Quvry (author of 'tducating Children with Profound Handiceps') has
a new job. Carol is going to Castls Priory College, Wallingford,
Oxford as tutor organizar. (Look out for an increase of P.M.L.D. courses!)

Carol has mede several reguests:-
Have any schools completely disbanded their p.m.1l.d. classes into s.l.d.
classes? (replies to Carol — 2, Rotherwood Road, Putney, London. 8.UW.15)

Is anyone using, or has used, Room Management in p.m.l,d. classes?
If so, could they please contact Pegoy Walpole and Berbara Guin at
Paddock School, Priory Lane, Putney, London. S.u.15 (01-878-1521).
They would like to hear other people's experiences with this form of
organizetion.

In the latest issue of British Journal of Specisl Education, Judy Sehba
asks for information on age appropriate materials for adult p.m.l.d.
Carol vonders if anyone replied. If so, would thay like to share
their ideas in P.M.L.D. Link?

In the same issue of B.J.S5.F. there was an article concerning 'Interaction
as a Curriculum?f, Carol is visiting Harpsrbury Hospital School, end
has offered a brief write-up for the next P.M.L.D. Link,

Dave from Widnes has submitted the enclosed article, "Man cannot discover
new oceans", Dave writes, "Although presented to a group of primary
teachers I found the general philosaphy most interesting, and pertinant

to the education of children with P.M.L.D. Indeed the DES course
surely moved many of us away from the shore (es referred to in the titla).
Could it be that 'P.M.L.D. Link' will offer a feuw compass bearings to the
new aceans?"

Christina Kirkmen Ross contributed the enclosed poem, "Every time my
bum get warm", at the end of the PiM.L.D. course.

+++.0f new technology

See the attached shest of Resources for P.M.L.D., Information Technolagy
prepared by Paul Roberts, Co-ordinator for Computer Development at
Blythe School,

+es++.0f books

5
Flo Lonhorn'a book 'A Sensory Curriculum for Very Special People! was
published in June by Souvenir Press. A practicsl book full of lots
of ideas.

Fla recommends the following for "hug massage" - (something we all naeed!)
'The Littla Book of Hugs! by Kathleen Keating. Published by Angus &
Robertson. Cost: £3.95.

And, of course, don't forget Carol Ouvry's excellent book 'Educating
Children with Profound Handiceps',



"All my own Work" — the p.m.l.d. art book Barry mentionad (and lost!) on
the course. We have retrived a copy, and it has done the rounds aof
those peopls who requested it. If anyeone else would like to photocopy
it please contact,Barry Carpenter at Blythe School.

'Computer Assisted Development for children with P.M.L.D.', J.A. Tait;
G.V. Graham; G.T. Watta, Available from: Kinder School, Bassstlaw
Hospital, Worksop, Notts,

ve0.0f interesting resources

'‘Heathcraft® in Huddersfield sell the most wonderful feathears and
glittery objects — ideal for sensory stimulation. They are about
to produce a catalogue which can be obtained from:

Heatheratt,
2627 @mm Areade,
 Wakgake,
Hupogrsei£ed, HDI IND,
Al 0484 8133950

Pot pourris' by the score can be obtained from:

Chewton Forge Herbs and Fragrances,
2, Oakley Drive,

Overstone Road,

Moulton,

Northampton, NN3 1UH,

The Hindley Tanfield Light Stimulation room we heard about on the course

had largely been constructed by 'Liteworks?', Their representative,
Richard Hirstwood, is happy to visit school to display products, and
discuss your school's nseds. His sddress is:

Richard Hirstwood,
66a, Yorkshire Strest,
Morecambe,

Lancs. LAJ 1GF



From Mary Evans, Blythe School, Coleshill, Warwickshire.

Since the P.M.L.D. course in April the action plan for Blythe School
has included:

1. A mesting to disssminate the course content to thae staff.
Afterwards the staff decided what they would want to include
in our P.M.L.D. in-service course for tha next academic
year 1988-89.

2, Twelve staff attended Warwick University for a demonstration
by Phil Ellis who has developed computerised equipment for
*Touch in Sound'! music (he gave a lecture at ths P.M.L.D.
course). Some of this equipment has already been ordered
for school.

3. A representative from 'Liteworlés' gave a demonstration of
visually stimulating equipment to the school staff - (this
was a follow-pp to the talk given by Hindley Tanfield staff
during the P.M.L.D. course) — more details on the I.T.
rasources list. Verious eguipment and switches have been
ordered hy the school. '

4, Three staff made & day visit to St. John's School in Bedford,
run by Flo Longhorn, whose special interest is in sensory
curriculum. She has recently had a8 new book published
called 'Sensory Curriculum for very special people’.

5. A date has been arranged next tarm for an Ed. Psychologist
and myself to give & talk to the school staff about children
with emotional and behavioural problems.

6o The transition of our post-16 P.M.L.0. students into our
Further Education Department is going extremely well. At
present they are spending 1% days per uwsek in the F.E.Unit
for them to become accustomed to their new surroundings, and
for the F.E. staff and students to be relaxed when handling
them, organising classroom space ste. The tbefriending'
process of P.M.L.D. student and S.L.D, student has been very
suceessful. During & week of day trips to local places of
interest some of the F,E. students were invited to go along
with the P.M.L.D. students. Next term the P.M.L.D. students
will be going to a morning to North Warwickshire Technical
College for musie,



3.

Some Resources for P.M.L.D. I.T.

TGW Software Developments Kinder School Bassetlaw Hospital, Worksop, Notts
Tel 0909 472831 ext 290

Do very good visual stimulation and training and cause/effect software
£30 for 10 disks plus an excellent 100 page book describing the implementation
of visual stimulation software.

Alan Bickerstaffe Hilltop School Larch Road Maltby S. Yorks 566 BAZ

Tel 0709 813386
Vision Box software for vesy early visual stimulation eye contact and tracking
facility to run programs in automatic sequence £25 for 10 disks has also
produced Sound Box suite of programs for Aural stimulation.

Litework Mr R. Hurstwood 66a Yorkshire St Morecambe Lancs LA3 10F
Tel 0524 831153

Not computer based but have produced an excellent modular switching system
which can be run in various modes on /off, latch, timer with varying sensitivit.
to control any device upto 5 amps via a 3 pin plug using a variety of switches
touch, movement sound.

Also various visual stimulation devices, carocusel slide projectors fibre optics
bubble tube, tracking tube etc etc.

Brilliant Computing. PO box 142 Bradford BD3 OJN
Tel 0274 632223/491544

bt b ] P B
Early switching cause/effect and matching programs 'Switch On'and 'First Stens'

also produce a variety of switches, joystick interface box etc.

Research Centre for the Education of thé Visually Handicapped produce a regular
nevsletter offer advice and have produced a variety of software for visual
stimulation matching and sequencing.

Selly Wick House 59 Selly Wick Road Birmingham B29 7JE Tel 021 471 1303

Derek Harrison

Compact System of switch, operated programms for cause/effect and matching using
switches, micromike and concept keyboard Blue File.

PR/BC/6/88.



“Han connel discover new aecesns unless he
has the courage to lase sight of the shore™

From whalever posture we consider the current education ditemma, thars
is documented evidence in profusion that we have been here before
There is clearly a growing divide amongsl theze vho are concerned about

the slandard and qualily of education, and whal the implications of that

mean for leachers and children. There are those on Lhe ahe hand i voould

determine Lhe rejative importance of dif{erent aspecis of learning, of the
relatlive value of the function of different psris of the brain. 8n lhe other
hand there are those who are concerned Lo develop every etement of
learning, the whole person, Lthe whote brain. In my lerms mind and spirit
working harmoniously Logelher.
There is one part of me in my mind which has to do with my abitity to ¢
cause and effect, Lo foilow & logical arguement, to reason, Lo deduce n_a
infer, Lo memorize and Lo calcuiate. There is, of course, Lhe olher parl of
tmy mind which has to do with my persona) %E:o:m_:uw fesr and
happiness, enthusiasm and apathy, my love, my hatred, the quatily in my
life, my spirit. The idea Lhal the one part of my mind which cen be
measured, 7S of more importence than the ether pari, and thalil can be
developed al the expense of Lhe olher appals me. The {d2a thal one par! of
my mind may be lefl undeveloped wilhout nurture and exercise dentos ail
recognized research and understanding inlo the vrerkiings of the nind
threugheut the world in the 1ast one hundred years. For untess children,
people, grow up with tha capacity Lo direct their creative Laients and
energies {hroughoul the broad spectrum of their underzlanding and develop
Lheir emotional potentiaiities, there wilt continue Lo be violent explosicns
of frustration in some and a degeneratfon into vegetaling apathy in others,
o poverty that imprisons the spirit.

/e have some knowiedge of how Lo measure and tesl some parts of the
vrorkings of the mind, those aspecls governed largely by Lhe lert
hemisphere activities of Lhe brain, spelling, puncluation, accuracy in table
Lests, facts in history. But what lurns learning facts in history into being
an historien? “hal brings about an awakening to the 1&::: and ylow of
lenguage in poetry? How dees one acquire-the fascinalion in mathematical
patlerns Lhrough vhich number bends revesl their ordar? Hosv is
sensitivily recognized in music or art, creativity and initiative deve]aped
in the expioration of science? These humian characteristics ars centied in
the right hand hemisphere of the brain and Lheir significance and function
there i3 that they hove a profound effect upen the activity of the 12§ hiznd
hemisphere. :

a
1

Ho'w is it then Lhat today wemare moving fastec and with groaler
determination lo altach mere importance to the characlens :_uu and
function of the lefl hemisphere, the cora curnculum, the sub
Lo Lhat core, the leachers viho teach it snd the children wiho are good at a1t
¢hilst ignoring the baiencing needs of the risht hemizphere, Is it bacausze
Lhe essential characteristics of the right train defy measurement,
ingasuremen! s.s_n_. for most of us would evaiuate the way life vealiy 137

"It is because you here Loday are less likely than any other members ol Lhe

{eaching profession Lo make Lthese harmful distinclions. I i becawsa we
share a common belief thet a child matters for what e or she is, at J2ast
as much as for what he or she knows, thal | ask you now Lo stand up with
me and spesi; out about Lhe principtes we share, Lhe praclices we own, the
beliefs we hold. They are not old faghioned and out medzd bul are famunled
in & rigorous pedageqgy of understanding the neadds ef the learner, the roal
of all meaningfui education. ! suspect and | know thatl today, lomorroys,
these values will be Lested and questioned bi others, meazurers Lo whom
of whom, we must atl Lake account. Bul thetr view {s only Lo test ihat
smatl part of learning which is appropriate to testing, a view of educalinn
and the learner svhich is oulmoded and inappropriate.

Our vsorid is rapidly changing day by day , Bsur by hour, and sve must &nd
will change with L. The values, standards and attiludes on which e have
based our understandings and our beliefs are the foundation upon which we
will reach out Lo discover new oceans, new horizong, new apporiunilies.

in order Lo achieve those goals we must determine new roles for Lhe
leacher gs a facilitalor and enebler Lo learning, for in the {inat analysis
yre will be judged Lo have done the very best we can by 1hose Lo swhom we
really Lake account, the children we teach. ‘e teach Lhem today in order
te hetp them to Leke up their rightfitl place, a meaningiul place, in our
vrorld.

Roger Cuoie

Cumberland House

Wellingore

Lincoln LHSOHR 16th April 1968



'Every Time My Bum Gets Warm'

Every time my bum gets warm

They expose it to the cold:

And when I'm slipping into sieep,
They throw me in a mould.

Sometimes my head is in the air,
Sometimes its on the floor:

And where they put my hands and feet,
I'm really not quite sure.

I love the one who picks me up

And vhispers in my ear;

But all the others seem to think I'm deaf,
Or just not here.

They blot me out with blackness,

And stun me with bright white,

They stick my hands in soothing slime,
Then stab them so I fight.

When my body shakes and shivers,

I gipgle till I cry;

But I don't know how it happens,

As no one tells me ~

Why?

Christina Kirkman Ross



