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GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS
We are very flexible in our requirements for contributions to PMLD Link. We want to encourage as many people as possible to contribute their thoughts, ideas and experiences.
Articles are usually between 300 and 1500 words in length (excluding references, captions and the like). Also, we do accept very short pieces and often include these in our sections on news or resources. Even just photos with a short explanatory text can be of great interest to readers.
As this is the only journal dedicated to people with profound and multiple learning disabilities, it is important that your article is specifically related to their needs rather than to other groups with learning disabilities. 

Children and adults with profound and multiple learning disabilities have more than one disability, the most significant of which is a profound learning disability. All people who have profound and multiple learning disabilities will have great difficulty communicating. Many will have additional sensory or physical disabilities, complex health needs or mental health difficulties. The combination of these needs and/or the lack of the right support may also affect behaviour. All children and adults with profound and multiple learning disabilities need high levels of support with most aspects of daily life.

Our readers are parents, other family members and a range of professionals working across different child and adult services, so any ‘specialist’ terms should be clarified. Articles may vary from those with a research/academic focus, to those that are very practical in nature. We ask that you include references and/or other details wherever possible, to enable readers to follow up information – and they do!
We do like to include images, such as photos of people and activities or examples of written materials and other resources, as long as relevant permissions are obtained. We can provide you with an appropriate permissions form.
Each issue usually has a ‘theme’ but we welcome articles on any topic.
We would prefer to receive articles in an electronic form as attachments to an e-mail. It helps if articles are double-spaced and saved in Rich Text Format (RTF) or Microsoft Word format. We can reproduce images that are jpegs or similar: these must be of a good enough size for reproduction (300 kb to 1mb plus) and can be submitted in colour although they will be printed in black and white in the journal. Please send the originals as separate files not just pasted into the text.
When you submit your article, please include your name, role (if a member of an organisation), email address, full postal address (for your complimentary copy) and preferred contact details which can be published in the journal so that readers may contact you. 
Send to either the Guest Editors (see latest issue of PMLD LINK for their contact details) or to info@pmldlink.org.uk. 
We will acknowledge your contribution as soon as we can and will contact you again (usually by e-mail) after reading it.
The editors reserve the right to edit any submissions to make them fully accessible to the readership but will consult with authors to seek agreement about any major changes that they deem necessary. 
Once published in PMLD LINK, authors may want their article to be published elsewhere and all reasonable requests to reproduce contributions in part or in full will be considered. We require explicit acknowledgement that the article was previously published in PMLD LINK, citing date, issue number and page numbers. Similarly, permission will usually be given to authors wanting to reproduce their article online. Again, we require that acknowledgement of previous publication in PMLD LINK is made plain and, preferably, the article is reproduced as a pdf of the actual pages in the relevant issue.
PMLD LINK may post articles published in the journal on its Facebook page or in the resources section of the website. Authors will be consulted about this. 
As a thank you, we send a copy of the journal to each contributor when an issue is published – so please remember to provide your full postal address. We regret that no fees are payable.
Thank you for considering making a contribution. We look forward to seeing it.
If you require any clarification of our expectations or any support from us in putting together your contribution, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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