[image: ]
Raising the Bar 2027 - Call for Papers
You are invited to contribute to 
PMLD LINK ‘Raising the Bar’ National Conference
Raising the Bar: Seen, Heard & Valued 
‘Celebrating the lives of people with profound and multiple learning disabilities’
Sharing innovation, evidence, lived experience and practice that improves the lives of people with profound and multiple learning disabilities
~16 April 2027, The Eastside Rooms, Birmingham, B7 4BL ~
Deadline for submission of abstracts: 30 November 2026, via email: info@pmldlink.org.uk 
PMLD LINK are delighted to announce our next in person national conference ‘Raising the Bar’, focused on best practice in supporting people with profound and multiple learning disabilities, across the UK and beyond.

Join family carers, researchers, practitioners, advocates and organisations from across the UK to explore excellent practice today and shape the future of support for people with profound and multiple learning disabilities.

We want to hear from you

We are seeking presentations that challenge assumptions, share learning, demonstrate innovation and highlight what makes a meaningful difference for people with profound and multiple learning disabilities and their families.

We welcome submissions from:
· Family carers and unpaid supporters
· People with lived experience
· Education professionals
· Health & Social Care Practitioners
· Researchers and Academics
· Charities and community organisations
· Arts and cultural organisations
· Therapeutic practitioners
· Service providers and commissioners

Whether your work is research-based, practice-focused or rooted in personal experience, we encourage you to submit a proposal.

The Raising the Bar audience typically includes representation from wide-ranging stakeholders including family carers, and a wide range of professionals and advocates.


Presentations: Please indicate if your submission proposes presenting as a:
Keynote Presentation
· Up to 20 minutes
· Inspire, challenge or showcase significant learning, innovation or impact

Workshop
· 45 minutes
· Practical, interactive or skills-based sessions

Poster 
· Displayed throughout the conference
· Share projects, research, case studies and effective practice

Strand 1: Research and Evidence:
For research studies, evaluations and evidence-informed practice.
Suggested content:
· Research findings
· Evaluations
· Outcome Studies
· Evidence-based innovations
· Collaborative research with people and families


Strand 2: Practice and Service Innovation: 

Projects, services and approaches that improve outcomes and experiences.

Suggested content:

· Service development
· Clinical or educational practice
· Quality improvement initiatives
· Multi-agency working
· Workforce development

Strand 3: Lived experience and Community Impact

Personal stories, case studies and examples of inclusive practice.

Suggested content:

· Family perspective
· Individual journeys
· Community Participation
· Innovative support approaches
· Examples of aspirational outcomes

We look forward to receiving your abstract submitted via email: info@pmldlink.org.uk by the closing date of the 30 November 2026.
For discussion or further information email: info@pmldlink.org.uk

Successful Submissions
· All applicants will be notified of the outcomes of their submission by 11 December 2026 whether proposals accepted or not.


PMLD LINK is committed to creating an accessible and inclusive conference experience. We particularly encourage submissions that are co-produced with people with disabilities and families.
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Raising the Bar 2027 – Abstract Submission
Presenters Name/s:
Presenters Role/s:
Organisation (if relevant):
Contact email:
Presentation: 
Keynote Speech/Workshop/Poster (Delete as relevant)
Strand: 
Research and Evidence/ Practice and Service Innovation/ Lived experience and Community impact: (Delete as relevant)

Presentation Title:
Abstract Submission (maximum 300 words)
Please include: Purpose of presentation, Key messages, Evidence/outcomes or learning, relevance to people with profound and multiple learning disabilities and their families.
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